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Chi Omega raises $3000 with local cuisine
Local child gets her Disney wish

Richard Thai • copy editor
Yet another weekend of
starvation,
store-bought
junk food, and 2 a.m. Taco
Bell runs was staved off
with Chi Omega’s annual
“Make-A-Dish for MakeA-Wish” fundraiser, where
local restaurants and other
businesses donated their
signature dishes to sample
in a buffet-style dinner on
March 26. In addition to the
food, there were gift certificates and other door-prizestyle gifts given away at a silent auction and carnival at
the event; all proceeds went
to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Indiana.
This year’s “Make-A-Dish”
helped raise funds for Rachael Hinton’s wish: a trip
to Walt Disney World. Rachael Hinton is a local child
suffering from both cerebral
palsy and seizure disorder.

Though deaf from her illnesses, Rachael is very talented at sign language.
“I’m really proud of how
the event went down,” said
Karah Hickman, a junior
biomedical engineering major. “The Chi Omegas from
both Rose and ISU worked
well together and really
pulled together a great
event. The campus was super receptive to the event
and really helped us out not
only with donations but also
with promoting and boosting numbers at the event,
which was awesome.”
Karah is a Chi Omega sister who also serves as the
Community Service Director, watching over Chi Omega’s philanthropic events.
Chi Omega maintains a
national alliance with the
Make-A-Wish Foundation;
chapters from across the

country host a variety of
events each year to raise
money for their region’s
Make-A-Wish. In addition
to sponsorship by Chi Omega, the fifth annual MakeA-Dish was also sponsored
by Alpha Tau Omega, the
Residence Hall Association, and the Interfraternity
Council.
“There were a ton of people there, and it was great
to see the large variety of
food supplied by the various
Terre Haute vendors,” said
Tom Hazelrigg, junior mechanical engineering major.
“[It was] definitely one of
the most successful events
I’ve seen on campus.”
This year’s event raised
$3000 from ticket, raffle,
and carnival ticket sales
alone; Chi Omega cookbooks are still being offered
for $10.

Rachael Hinton will take her dream trip to Disney World with
the money raised at the Make-A-Dish fundraiser.
Make-A-Wish Foundation

Branam, faculty collaborate on the future of Rose-Hulman

Rose-Hulman faculty discussed the economics and aspirations of Rose-Hulman’s future during the Spring Strategy Forum on Monday.
Katherine Dial • The Rose Thorn
Katherine Dial • staff writer
“I’m not the person who’s going to decide
the future of Rose-Hulman; we’re going to do
that together,” said Matt Branam as he opened
the Spring Strategy Forum on Monday. The fo-

rum was attended by all faculty and led by Bill
Zucker, a financial analyst who presented a lot of
data about the economy, the financial status of
the average American, that of students who attend Rose-Hulman, and the reputations of other
institutions nationwide. All of this information

was presented with the intent that it be used to
better Rose-Hulman and our reputation without
raising tuition. This is why the Spring Strategy
Forum was held, because according to President
Branam, “There’s a limit to how much you can
increase tuition. We need a new strategy.”
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
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Kurtis Zimmerman • sports
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Richard Thai, Stephen Mayhew • copy
Tim Ekl • photo
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication produced by the members of the community of
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology published on Fridays first through ninth week
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall. We
also welcome and encourage all community
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
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toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors, while preserving the original intent of
the submission. The editors reserve the right to
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accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All submissions must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact
information. The editors reserve the right to reject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of The Rose
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249.

Material submitted for use in the print edition may also be included in the online edition located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those
of their respective authors and, with the exception
of the weekly Staff View published in the Opinions section, do not necessarily represent the views
of the staff or the Rose-Hulman community.
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Do you read the news? You could
be the next author of the news

News Briefs
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By Alex Mullans

--------------------------->
Email thorn@rose-hulman.edu...

New sleeping air controller brings YTD
total to 5

Get a sneak peek of each
week’s issue before it’s even
been printed!
Follow
The Rose Thorn on Twitter:
http://twitter.com/
TheRoseThorn

Accident with lathe kills Yale University
student

briefs

A medical flight landed at Reno-Tahoe International Airport early
Wednesday morning without air traffic controller assistance; the sole
controller fell asleep for around 16 minutes when the incident occured.
No injuries were reported, but Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood
said that the incident was “absolutely unacceptable.” Other incidents
have occured at Washington’s Reagan National Airport and Knoxville’s
McGhee Tyson Airport, prompting the FAA to place a second controller on the affected midnight shift at 26 airports across the country.

Michele Dufault, a senior physics and astronomy major at Yale University, was killed Tuesday night after her hair was caught in a fastspinning lathe, according to university President Richard Levin. According to the Connecticut medical examiner’s office, Dufault died of
accidental asphyxia by neck compression. Levin has initiated a review
of the safety policies of labs, machine shops, and other facilities accessible by undergraduates. The lab Dufault was using was a state-of-theart facility that allowed users to build or modify research instruments,
according to the chemistry department’s website.

3 Suspects confessed to bombing Minsk
subway
The bombing that killed 12 people and wounded over 200 on Monday in the Belarus capital of Minsk now has culprits: three suspects
have confessed to involvement in the attack. The KGB—Belarus’ security service—said that a man in his mid-20s was arrested in connection with the attack. That man was also involved with previous
bombings at a concert in Minsk and in the city of Vitebsk.
Advertisement

Engineering Your Future at IPFW

Anthony Millhouse
(Alpha Tau Omega)
Year: 2011

Earn a Purdue Master of Science
in Engineering
Northeast Indiana is home to major defense/aerospace contractors
needing trained professionals with a systems-engineering mindset
and strong background in wireless technology. The MSE program
at IPFW is a cost-effective way to prepare. It’s close to home.
Close to the jobs. And you’ll earn a Purdue degree!

Here’s what we’re offering this fall
• Six students to receive a stipend of $15,000 per year and fulltuition waiver—funded by the National Science Foundation
• All students eligible for summer internship; and
• Will do research in wireless technology or systems
engineering (thesis required)—supported, in part, by
the Lilly Foundation

Major: Mechanical engineering and mathematics
Hometown: Angola, IN

Accomplishments while
at Rose:

When asked “What was
the biggest benefit you
received from going
Greek here at Rose-Hulman?”:
The friendships I have made
while here at Rose as a part
of ATO will last a lifetime. I
have a group of friends I will
never lose. This is the great-

Charlie Olson
(Sigma Nu)

at Rose: Sigma Nu President,
Academically Successful

Future:
Engineer/Technologist with
GE-Aviation working on
Commercial Gas Turbine Engine design

Meet your
Greeks

Must be enrolled full-time for two years.

Be ready for the future.
Find out more today.
Donald W. Mueller, Ph.D., P.E., Chair
IPFW Department of Engineering
260-481-5707
muellerd@ipfw.edu
www.engr.ipfw.edu/graduate

Year: 2011
Major: Electrical engineering
Hometown: Lake Oswego,
OR

Indiana University
Purdue University
Fort Wayne

IPFW is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access University.

Multiple team conference
championships with the
Track & Field team. Obtaining two majors, two minors,
and two concentrations. Alpha Tau Omega Treasurer.
Blue Key member.

Future: I hope to eventually
work in a manufacturing facility related to candy or chocolate
production.
Accomplishments

while

When asked “What was
the biggest benefit you received from going Greek
here at Rose-Hulman?”:
One of the greatest things to
witness is seeing yourself and
your brothers develop into
men of honor, respect and loyalty. We’re truly lucky to have
a Greek Community that complements our technical education with practical experience,
while teaching values to stand
by for the rest of our lives.

est benefit and one which I
am forever grateful to have
had.
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Nemesis delivers fast action, poor writing, and great artistry

Eli Baca • staff writer

Mark Millar’s been a busy guy.
Between Wanted, Kick-Ass, Su-

perior, and Kick-Ass 2, he and
Steve McNiven worked on a new
piece of work titled Nemesis.

Many have described Nemesis
as an evil Batman, but since this
novel is under the Marvel umbrella, Nemesis is really just an
evil Tony Stark with better detective/villain skills.
The novel is a 4-piece vision
from Millar with McNiven essentially drawing up high-end storyboards for the already-talkedabout Nemesis movie. The
original comics were released to
Mature Readers back in 2010,
but many are already waiting
for movie news to see Nemesis
come to life on the big screen.
So, is Nemesis good enough for
Hollywood and the rest of the
movie audiences? If Kick-Ass and
Wanted are any indication, then
the answer is yup: people want to
see blood, gore, violence, cursing,
and crazy twists.
Nemesis may just be an idea
given life, but it’s a very interesting idea with a fantastic artist. The
first issue introduces the reader
to Nemesis in fantastic fashion:
people get killed, trains get destroyed, and Nemesis names his
next target, American super-cop
Blake Morrow.
Kick-Ass was a great take on
kids becoming heroes, because

Millar truly examined what it is
to be a regular kid; but by creating a great story, Millar should
have at least kept the writing at
the same level for his next adventure, and, well, he didn’t. The
story was about the villain, but it
was also about the good guy since
Morrow’s life was laid out for the
world to see. None of the characters had a chance to breathe with
the fast pace—much more reminiscent of a movie than a comic.
Characters were cut-outs with
more focus on the destruction
and sheer disturbing twists than
actual emotional ties.
The flip side of bad writing is
usually good art, and McNiven
delivered the goods. Civil War
was a great prerequisite for this
artist—the fight scenes are grotesque, the killing scenes are deliciously gory and, if the movie
can keep up with the comic, it’ll
be one hell of a ride. Most of the
pages have four panels, strips on
top of each other, and only onepage spreads are shown. McNiven doesn’t give readers two-page
spreads, but that goes along with
the pace—each page continues
the story and doesn’t take up too
much space.

Nemesis is a neat idea, supervillain with no superheroes to
stop the carnage. The main character is a billion-dollar playboy
with nothing to do except kill
people. The idea is great, the art
is fantastic, the writing is…bland
and quick. Nemesis as a whole
delivers a fun ride, but it’s nothing more than what is on the
page. No real depth goes into
the story, but the twists are decent enough. The last twist at the
end is the best part, but Nemesis
breathes no second coming and
no sequels. As soon as this idea is
done once, it’s done for good.
Millar knows how to deliver
the action, but his writing of emotional characters has always been
lacking. His stories are fresh and
fun, but until he can really deliver
a tale for the ages, he’ll just be that
guy that writes stories with lots
of cursing and blood. Hopefully
his new books can overcome his
need to speed through a story.

Alex Krug • guest writer

stone obelisks you are now
scarring the once beautiful
landscape with. Then your
roommate walks in to remind you that it is indeed
Monday morning and you
haven’t moved since you
sat down Friday evening,
and the weekend’s pile of
homework still remains undone. It really is that addicting and that much of a time
sink, and if left unchecked
it will ruin your life. The
interface is as simple and
easy as Lego: just pick up
blocks and place them; it’s
not hard. It’s not like we’re
engineers… The gameplay
is simple: mine and explore
by day, and take refuge to
avoid the creeps and monsters that roam the earth
by night. All and all, the
game is its own work of art

coded completely in Java
with patches released nearly
monthly, with new content
and bug fixes. And probably
the best part of the entire
game is the multiplayer addition which allows multiple people with copies of the
game to play in part of the
same world. Imagine, you
can now build that golden
Battlestar Galactica model
you’ve always wanted, and
have your friends look on
in envy as you demonstrate
your superior grinding powers by extracting the resources of North America
necessary to complete it.

not conquer the songs and
instead is the driving force
behind the infectious choruses. This is very similar
to Owl City. Cleverly not
mechanizing her voice, its
depth is preserved as she
floats through her range and
effortlessly pops into falsetto. Goulding’s attention to
songwriting gives each track
a separate identity avoiding the forgettable fate of
repetitive electronic music.
If she needs to justify her
ability to captivate beyond
dancey hooks, her sweet
charm exudes on her mellow
cover of Elton John’s “Your

Song,” swapping the computers for strings. This girl
makes music that she wants
to listen to, and she knows
the importance of catching
attention with pulsating, irresistible tunes and keeping
it with well-written, relatable songs.

Review rating: 2 elephants

My life on Minecraft

comicvine.com
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$ 99
large
pizza

1234 Wabash Avenue

Store Hours

Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

(812) 232-7272

After being bothered for
nearly two quarters by individuals on my floor, I finally
broke down and joined the
Minecraft sensation. This
game is at its heart a throwback to the days of youth,
sitting in the play room and
looking over the massive
pile of Legos in front of you
and imagining all the fantastic structures you could
build. Such is the world of
Minecraft: a huge world of
blocks of all types, colors,
and textures. You begin
with nothing but your bare
hands, with the entire world
ahead of you, and next thing
you know you’re wondering where the best place to
connect to your vast tunnel
network is. You connect the

Kayte Johnston • monkey writer
The daring combination of
folksy songwriting and the
captivation of electro pop
somehow works for Ellie
Goulding. Already the Critic’s Choice Award winner at
last year’s BRIT Awards, the
English songstress cranked
out danceable songs with
complexity branded by a
thick accent and entrancing hooks. Distinct vocal
quivers provide as much of
the beat as the electronics.
Clearly talented behind the
synthesizer and drum machines, the electronica does

Review rating: 4.5 elephants

Suggested Tracks: Lights,
Starry Eyed, Animal, Your
Biggest Mistake
Review rating: 4 elephants
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Gourmet mac ‘n cheese

Morgan Lopez • staff writer

dles-in-the-blue-box can’t
be beat, but anyone who
has made, or had the pleasure of enjoying, homemade
macaroni and cheese is well
aware that the experience is
a whole new level of heavenly, cheesy bliss.
Macaroni and cheese has
held a special place in my
heart (and stomach) for
many years, and as a food
enthusiast, I began experimenting with different
variations of this classic
favorite. Starting with the
basic macaroni and cheese
that’s so well loved, different substitutions and addins transform macaroni

Macaroni and cheese: the
staple of any college student’s diet. It’s cheap, fast,
and virtually dominates
the pasta aisle at the grocery store, but it’s also so
much more than that. Who
doesn’t love to dig into a
piping hot bowl of noodley,
cheesy goodness? Kids,
grown-ups, and even professors crave that velvety,
yellow mound of steaming
deliciousness, at the very
least every once in a while.
Some argue Velveeta’s texture is matchless, or that
Kraft’s signature tube-noo-

and cheese into the perfect entrée to impress your
family, friends, or dinner
date. Better yet, hog it all to
yourself and keep a stash in
the fridge for a quick study
snack or take-along lunch.
The next time you’re behind
the mailroom, you could be
nuking a tasty pasta treat
instead of dishing out a dollar for Cheetos to satisfy
your carnal cheese craving.
Over the years, I have developed a formula for macaroni and cheese that has been
proven (by my observations
as a student of the sciences
through human testing) to
be incredibly tasty.

5

Mo’s Mac and Cheese
• ½ 16 oz box macaroni pasta
• 1 can Campbell’s Cheddar Cheese Soup
• ¼ cup milk
• ¼ cup sour cream
• 1 cup (or more) shredded cheese
• Salt, pepper to taste
Prepare pasta as directed. Drain and return to pot. Add remaining ingredients
over low heat. Stir until liquids emulsify.
Add spices to taste. If thinner macaroni
is preferred, increase milk content. Variations, which also work with store-bought
instant macaroni, can be found in the table
below.

Variation
Mediterranean mac

Additions and Alterations
Add feta cheese, olives, garlic, and diced tomato. Substitute Greek yogurt for sour cream.

Mackerel mac

Add 1-2 cans tuna, drained, and a pinch of salt. Increase sour cream to 1/3 cup.

Meat Lover’s mac
Veggie mac

Mac lite

Any combination of cooked chicken, turkey, bacon, and/or beef, with fat drained.
Any combination of frozen peas, carrots, broccoli, green beans or other vegetable, thawed. Heat until isothermal.
May be served in half of a baked bell pepper.
Add pepperoni, tomato sauce, any other favorite pizza toppings. Season with oregano and basil or pizza
seasoning. Also good on pizza.
Add cooked and drained ground beef or turkey, chili powder, jalapeño slices, salsa. Substitute Campbell’s Fiesta
Nacho Cheese soup.
Add fresh spinach and garlic. Use skim milk, light sour cream, light cheese, whole grain pasta.

Italian chicken mac

Add oregano, basil, grilled or baked chicken, pesto sauce, parmesan cheese, and diced tomato.

Pizza mac
Nacho mac

How To: decorate a room
Melissa Schwenk • living editor

A picture of Melissa Schwenk’s swanky and decorated wall. If you want to brighten up your
dull white walls, or even just try to be a little more like Melissa Schwenk, then follow this!
Melissa Schwenk / The Rose Thorn

As most of you know, staring at plain
white walls gets a bit boring after a while.
I’ve had my share of white walls to decorate over the years; some walls have come
together nicely and others have had to be
redecorated before the end of the week.
Here are a few tips for a lasting décor.
First, pick a theme. When I first started
taping things to my walls, I’d put anything
up. School art works went up next to magazine clippings of celebrities, Pokémon
wall clings hung next to religious art; the
randomness of the decorations distracted
me, making homework difficult. Instead
of slapping everything up willy-nilly, separate it into categories. This will give your
décor a united and planned feel.
Now it’s time to decide how you want to
hang your decorations. For those of you in
the residence halls, nails aren’t really an

option. When tape isn’t strong enough, try
3M double-sided adhesive tabs. They are
super strong and don’t pull the paint off
the wall. Plus, there are a bunch of different hook options if you want to hang picture frames.
Now that you’ve picked what to hang
and how, it’s time to get to work. Before
you hammer any nails into the wall, plan
out the scheme. Just like you should always measure twice and cut once, planning the scheme before you start can
save a lot of time and nail holes. Using a
level can also help people who are easily
distracted; I can’t count how many times
I’ve looked up while doing homework to
see that something is crooked on my wall
and immediately had to fix it. But that just
might be me trying to procrastinate.
I hope these tips help you get the most
out of your wall space. Happy decorating!

How Thorn will be living their Spring Break
“Traipsing around Chicago with friends. And I’ll be
going to see the Bean!”

-- Tim Ekl, Photo Editor

“I’ll be spending as much time as possible working on
my golfer’s tan.”

-- Andrew Roth, Guest Writer

“At home, relaxing with the family. Definitely some
well-deserved relaxation.”

“Visiting my brother in St. Louis and taking in a lot of
the culture there. And, enjoying a bit of the night life.”

-- Mitchell Ishmael, Staff Writer

-- Andrew Klusman, Business Manager

“Viele Getränken in München! [Ed. Note: A lot of
drinks in Munich! Responsibility, Frau Schwenk!]”

“Sleeping and doing project work to get ahead of the
last four weeks of school.”

Back from the dead (or maybe just classwork), the Ladies’ Man will return to answer all of your questions
about the wonderful, confusing, and sometimes downright scary of the humans known as women.
E-mail your questions to:
thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu

-- Melissa Schwenk, Living Editor

-- Alex Mullans, Editor in Chief

Are you good at surviving day-today life?
Write for us!
E-mail us at:
thorn-living@rose-hulman.edu
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Gay Penguins
destroying

Opinions

The other side of the desk

See the world before stereotyping other cultures

the children?
Carly Baehr • opinions editor emeritus
The American Library Association
(ALA) has released its annual list of the
country’s most frequently challenged
books for 2010, and topping the list is
“And Tango Makes Three,” a children’s
book about two male penguins who
adopt a baby penguin. The book topped
the list back in 2006, ’07 and ‘08 as well,
and was second in 2009. Fortunately,
just because a book is challenged doesn’t
mean it gets taken off the shelf—but lots
of libraries have pulled the book or reshelved it to the adult or the non-fiction
section (it’s based on a true story about a
pair of penguins in a New York zoo), or
are now requiring parental permission
to check out the book.
Sadly, it’s not surprising that parents have objected to the book on the
grounds that children who read the
book might think that homosexuality
is OK. Books like “And Tango Makes
Three” might interfere with their ability to teach their children the correct
amount of intolerance.
What’s surprising is that, in addition
to generically citing “homosexuality” as
the objection to the book, parents also
complained that the book is inappropriate to the age group, because it deals
with issues that children might not be
mature enough to deal with. The authors
say that the book was intended as a way
to help parents teach children about
same-sex parents, as in, “Mommy, Bobby from school said he has two daddies,
just like those penguins in the book you
read me.” If you ask me, this would be
an improvement over, “Mommy, Bobby
from school said he has two daddies… so
I beat him up in the parking lot because
gays are evil.”
The reaction to the book reveals an interesting and disturbing trend: that people who oppose homosexuality apparently cannot separate the idea of gay from
the idea of gay sex. These penguins are
both male, therefore these penguins are
gay, therefore these penguins are having
gay sex and my six-year-old will find out
about sex and become a sexual deviant!
Letting your children know that families with gay parents exist is not the
same as telling them to be gay or telling them that adults have sex with each
other. Complaints about the book’s age
appropriateness cited references in the
book to the penguins being “in love”
and sleeping together—but a child who
is too young to know about sex will not
understand the sexual implication that
the phrase “sleeping together” carries for
an adult.
What are these parents afraid of—that
their children will ask questions that they
can’t answer? If your child asks what it
means when the book says the penguins
are in love—how hard is it to say, “These
penguins are in love the way I love your
father”? If your child asks what it means
when the book says the penguins sleep
together—how hard is it to say, “Your
mother and I sleep in the same room,
don’t we?”
It’s true that a book teaching young
children about sex is probably inappropriate, but pretty much all children
have parents, and some day your children might meet another kid whose
parents are gay—and teaching young
children about acceptance is appropriate at any age.
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Dr. Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer
I had made up my mind on that crisp
autumn evening as we were standing
on the balcony of Calcutta airport. My
brother had decided to fly off to England for graduate studies, and as I felt
the jet’s vibrations throbbing through
my veins, I decided that I, too, would
one day venture abroad for my future
studies. I was then in 8th grade, a coy
and reticent girl, and little did I know
that decision would change my future
forever.
Ten years older than me, my only sibling—my brother—was always a stellar student, and at one point in time,
custom book shelves had to be made
at home to fit all the books he won as
prizes at school. He had just completed
engineering college, and was taking off
for graduate studies at the University
of Birmingham, UK. I am not sure why
he chose this particular university. I do
know that he wanted to experience the
world, and even though the universities in India could have provided him
with an excellent education, he wanted to experience the challenge of the
outside world. This need to get away
impressed and haunted me, and the
prospect of tasting the unknown was
absolutely euphoric.
After completing high school, I
started in Berea College, a small, private liberal arts school in Kentucky.
When I arrived in Berea, the shock was
incredible. The town was tiny, a far
cry from my vast, bustling home city.
There were no multitude of theaters or

movie halls, no busy traffic, no big art
museums or fancy restaurants, and I
doubt if they had even one form of public transportation. Just like every other
student at that college, I was asked to
work on campus as part of my tuition
deal, and the jobs I was assigned to do
were totally alien to me. These workstudy jobs ranged anywhere from
waiting on tables at the college hotel
restaurant, to serving food at the cafeteria, to grading and doing research
in physics.
With time, however, I fell in love with
the place and the people in my college.
As I think back, those 3 years of college
passed quickly, each semester packed
with innumerable happy memories.
Over the years, many have asked me if
I had come to this country for a better life. I tell them that I did not, as I
had a much more comfortable life back
home, and could have received a topnotch education there. Growing up in
India, meals would
magically appear at
the right times, and
clothes would be
miraculously ready,
washed and pressed.
I never had to work,
and the concept of
earning money in
Berea seemed, at
the beginning, very
strange. In India all
I had to do was concentrate on my studies and music, because that was all that
I needed to do well in.
But experience is a great teacher.
One of the life lessons I have learned
from living for extended times in two
different cultures is that the broad generalizations that people make are often
grossly untrue. These generalizations
are often based only on a novel read,
a movie seen, a short vacation experienced, or a narrative heard from my
“brother’s so-and-so’s visit.” For me,
the comment of “trying to experience
a better life” in the US, is a good example. I was fairly amused once when a
student colleague asked me if we have

”

elephants roaming the streets in India, to which my Indian friend had answered that all children go to school on
elephant backs there. I am often asked
if women in India are treated fairly, or
if they are educated, and my answer to
both is “yes, if not more,” based on my
own personal experiences. Some of my
(older) relatives believe that the people
in the US are generally cold, they do not
particularly care for their elders, and
the children run amok without much
discipline. As I try to dispel such beliefs, whether here or in India, I see the
skepticism on the faces of my friends
and relatives; a well-established belief
is often hard to dismiss.
While I missed out on the city life
while going to college here, I hope
that I am now more conscious of what
I say about people from “such-andsuch place.” First, one needs to live
and experience the ways of people in
a “foreign” (even just outside of your
state) land for an extended period before
painting them with
a broad brush. The
sample size should
be substantial and
should be in the correct settings. Second,
one needs to realize
that while some stereotyping may be true
for a small subset of
people, it may not
be true for others. In
spite of our culture and surroundings
molding our beliefs and practices, it is
interesting to note that we tend to act,
for a large part, individually, making
the art of labeling very complicated. I
would, of course, still say: most people in Italy love pasta, many Indians
are poor farmers, many Kentuckians
love basketball, the majority of the
elephants in India live in the forests,
and so on. But am I still a culprit of
erroneous generalization? Probably
yes. But I certainly hope that I now
pause to think before making broad
sweeping statements about particular
people and their cultures.

The broad generalizations that
people make are
often grossly
untrue.

In defense of Thomas Jefferson
Jack Pringle • guest writer
Last year, the Texas school board
revised the history curriculum of
Texas in order to deemphasize
Thomas Jefferson’s role in America’s founding history and promote
more conservative values. This was a
mistake, not only because the insertion of political views into a supposedly objective subject is abhorrently
pernicious, but because Thomas Jefferson was one of the most eloquent
and fervent supporters of many conservative principles.
While it is true that Thomas Jefferson did found the DemocraticRepublican Party—which over time
morphed into the modern Democratic Party—the Democratic-Republican
Party shares a greater ideological resemblance with the modern-day Republican Party than it shares with its
true descendant. We need to understand that even though we keep older
names that times change; Jefferson
vehemently opposed the consolidation of government power at the federal level, saying “Our country is now

taking so steady a course as to show
by what road it will pass to destruction, to wit: by consolidation of power
first, and then corruption, its necessary consequence.” He is the main
reason why the Bill of Rights was attached to the Constitution. The Bill of
Rights – which contains conservative
loves such as the right to bear arms
in the Second Amendment and the
Tenth Amendment which reserves all
responsibilities not mentioned in the
Constitution to the states.
Jefferson probably would have been
a member of the NRA, having said “No
freeman shall be debarred the use of
arms.” It is quite likely the he would
have opposed healthcare from his
statement: “I predict future happiness
for Americans if they can prevent the
government from wasting the labors of
the people under the pretense of taking care of them.” From his comment
“When we get piled upon one another
in large cities, as in Europe, we shall
become as corrupt as Europe,” he
possibly might like Sarah Palin’s argument about a “real America” in the
rural heartland.

Moreover, he was ardent about
small government all around: “My
reading of history convinces me that
most bad government results from
too much government.” He thought
taxes should be low and that the free
market and free men should go unhindered by governments, saying
that “A wise and frugal government,
which shall leave men free to regulate their own pursuits of industry
and improvement, and shall not take
from the mouth of labor the bread it
has earned—this is the sum of good
government,” and “I own that I am
not a friend to a very energetic government. It is always oppressive.”
While it is true that Thomas Jefferson coined the phrase “separation
of church and state,” he was worried
about the state interfering with the
church just as much as he was worried about church interfering with
state. Perhaps the state of Texas
should have emphasized Thomas
Jefferson more while the members
of the School Board were being educated, so that they could truly understand conservative principles.
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Engineer Scoreboard
Baseball
(18 - 8) (8 - 3 HCAC)

Apr 9 — Bluffton, Ohio
Bluffton University
Rose-Hulman

1
4

Apr 10 — Bluffton, Ohio
Bluffton University
Rose-Hulman

6
13

Bluffton University
Rose-Hulman

11
26

Apr 12 — Anderson, Ind.
Anderson University
Rose-Hulman

2
3

Softball
(10 - 16) (3 - 5 HCAC)

Apr 8 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Grace College
Rose-Hulman
Grace College
Rose-Hulman

8
1
3
2

Apr 10 — Terre Haute, Ind.
Blackburn College
Rose-Hulman
Blackburn College
Rose-Hulman

3
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Apr 13 — Anderson, Ind.
Anderson University
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Anderson University
Rose-Hulman
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0

Women’s Tennis
(14 - 3) (8 - 0 HCAC)

Apr 10 — Franklin, Ind.
Franklin College
Rose-Hulman

0
9

Men’s Golf

Apr 13 — Crawfordsville, Ind.
Giant-Engineer Classic

1st

Track & Field

Apr 9 — Delaware, Ohio
Ohio-Wesleyan Invitational

Five 1sts

7

Coming off of a pair of
conference wins and two
losses at home last week, the
Fightin’ Engineers traveled
to Bluffton University for
a three-game conference
matchup against the Beavers.
Sweeping the series, RoseHulman picked up three
conference wins, overcoming the Beavers 4 - 1, 13 - 6,
and 26 - 11. The 26 points
scored in the series finale
ties the school record for
runs scored in a game for
the baseball team, a mark
set against Capital University in 2001.
Senior biomedical engineering major Michael Kovacs scored a total of six
runs in the last two games,
and for his efforts at the
plate and in the field, he has
been named Athlete of the
Week.
Kovacs graciously took the
time to answer a few questions for The Rose Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long
have you been playing baseball?
Michael Kovacs: I started tee ball when I was 4
years old.
RT: Which position(s) do
you play or have you played

in the past?
MK: I started out as a
catcher in tee ball and ended up switching between
shortstop, second base,
third base, and outfield all
the way up through middle school. In high school I
played left field and center
field. At Rose, I played right
field for a few games my
freshman year, but since
then it has been nothing but
center field.
RT: What is your favorite
thing about baseball?
MK: The best part of the
game is really all the fun
you get to have with your
teammates on the field, in
the dugout, and on the bus
rides. I will probably miss
that camaraderie the most
after I graduate.
RT: What is the weirdest thing that has ever happened to you at a baseball
game?
MK: We had a rain delay at Centre one year. It
turned into a few hours of
sliding relay races on the
tarp, dance-offs and singoffs with the other team, but
the weirdest part was the
freshmen doing a choreographed dance to the Backstreet Boys’ “I Want It That

Way.”
RT: What have you
learned from playing baseball here at Rose?
MK: Don’t ever give up,
even when it might seem
like you are in a hopeless
situation. In baseball, a lot
can happen with just one
out left in the game.
RT: What is your dream
job?
MK: Honestly, my dream
job would be playing professional ball, but more realistically I’d love to coach
baseball for a living.
RT: If you could live anywhere in the world, where
would you live?
MK: This is a tough one.
I really enjoyed my time
working in Orange County, the Midwest has always
been home to me, and I always had a great experience
each time I’ve traveled in
Europe. I would be happy to
live in any of these places.
RT: What is something
unique our readers may not
know about you?
MK: I’m told I can do a dead
on Louis Armstrong impersonation, but I’d probably go
with how I used to competitively ride horses or how I have
taught myself to play piano.

Track & Field honored with three
HCAC Athletes of the Week
Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor

record. Her strong performance was the
best in the event for the entirety of 2011 DiThe track and field teams returned from vision III Indoor and Outdoor seasons. Evthe Ohio Wesleyan University Invitational ans also brought home a third-place finish
last Saturday with five event victories; three in the long jump event.
students also put up record performances
Sophomore electrical engineering major
in their individual events. For their out- Greg Larmore was honored for his fifthstanding performances last weekend, three place finish in the hammer throw event. His
Fightin’ Engineers earned HCAC Athlete of 162’ 2” toss ranks in Rose-Hulman’s all-time
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110- and
best
400-meter hurdles, running the second- discus mark of the season at 142’ 3” last
fastest times in school history for both week at DePauw University.
events.
His 52.69-second run in the
This Friday at 4 p.m. the track and field
400-meter hurdles ranks 3rd nationally, team will host the Rose-Hulman Twilight
and he finished the 110-high hurdles in just Meet, and over quarter break they will trav14.63 seconds, just shy of his time in last el to West Lafayette for the Purdue Open
year’s Outdoor Nationals.
Meet which takes place on April 23. The
Sophomore math major Liz Evans cleared weekend after we return from break, April
5’ 8 1/2” in the high jump event, outjump- 29 - 30, the track and field team will also be
ing her previous season-best mark by more competing in the HCAC Outdoor Champithan an inch and tying her previous school onships in Hanover, Indiana.
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Issue 23
Wacky prof quotes
“I didn’t sell my soul to anyone.. I just work with them!”—
Dr. Radu. Technically, it’s not even selling… it’s just on
loan until they get their own back.
”I take great pride in being evil.”—Dr. Mohan, a man who
always stands by his principles.
“Don’t get lost on this. This is too cool.”—Dr.
Lautzehneiser, who only allows his students to get lost
on the mundane.
“I should call [the function] voo... so I can ask what does
voo do.”—Dr. Wollowski. But then how do you do the
voodoo that voo do?
“Why are all these rich people having problems with gout?
And the poor people are like, ah, payback.”—Dr. Brandt.
However, even if you’re blessed enough to have normalsized feet, living on dirt and porridge is still kind of
terrible.
“Laundry is something that works well in multicore.”—Dr.
Yoder, on the new, simulated washing machines they’re
installing in the res halls. Sudo clean clothes, away!
Rose Profs say crazy things.
E-mail them to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu

Top “10” Ten

Lies overheard at the Career Fair

Matt Melton • perpetual job-seeker

y

Tim Ekl • bringing 60s-era horror films to a whole new dimension

10. We have a full range of full-time offers and internships.
9. Recruiter: You interned at NASA? Student: Yep, I was an astronaut for two summers there.
8. I researched your company a lot the past few days and…wait,
what do you produce?
7. It’s been really rough, but I have managed to pull a 4.1 while at Rose…
6. I’m a CS (from a kid wearing a suit).
5. We’ll call/email/get back to you in a few days.
4. Of course I’d love to work in Siberia! When would I start?
3. I have lots of experience with large scale HVAC systems in hockey stadiums. I pretty much make them for fun in my spare time.
2. Of course we’re hiring Civils!
1. We like to have students apply online, we know they like that too.

Andy Chen • taking sustainability to the next logical level
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I put things in itty bitty text. All unattributed content is probably Noël Spurgeon’s fault, and if it offends you… I’m very sorry for the loss of your sense of humor. Has it been missing long? Anyway, Spring Break is here! Which
means Portal 2 is here! Which means if there’s no Flipside next issue, you’ll know why. I’m sorry guys, but it’s for science. Speaking of science, who wants to see how many hours I can go without sleep. I want the cake, even if it takes me all week to find it.

